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(Esther 5:1-2) On the third day of the fast, Esther put on her royal robes and entered the 

inner court of the palace, just across from the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal 

throne, facing the entrance.  When he saw Queen Esther standing there in the inner court, 

he welcomed her and held out the gold scepter to her. So Esther approached and touched the 

end of the scepter. 

 

When you humble yourself before God, you learn that God is in control even 

when the odds seems stacked against you. 

 
(Esther 5:3) Then the king asked her, “What do you want, Queen Esther? What is your 

request? I will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!” 

When you humble yourself before God, you learn to trust God's timing. 

(Esther 5:9-13) Haman was a happy man as he left the banquet! But when he saw Mordecai 

sitting at the palace gate, not standing up or trembling nervously before him, Haman became 

furious. However, he restrained himself and went on home. Then Haman gathered together 

his friends and Zeresh, his wife, and boasted to them about his great wealth and his many 

children. He bragged about the honors the king had given him and how he had been 

promoted over all the other nobles and officials.  Then Haman added, “And that’s not all! 

Queen Esther invited only me and the king himself to the banquet she prepared for us. And 

she has invited me to dine with her and the king again tomorrow!” Then he added, “But this 

is all worth nothing as long as I see Mordecai the Jew just sitting there at the palace gate.” 

 

Pride tells you that what you have is less than what you deserve. 

(Esther 6:6-9) So Haman came in, and the king said, “What should I do to honor a man 

who truly pleases me?” Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king wish to honor 

more than me?” So he replied, “If the king wishes to honor someone, he should bring out one 

of the king’s own royal robes, as well as a horse that the king himself has ridden—one with a 

royal emblem on its head.  Let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s 

most noble officials. And let him see that the man whom the king wishes to honor is dressed 

in the king’s robes and led through the city square on the king’s horse. Have the official 

shout as they go, ‘This is what the king does for someone he wishes to honor!’” 



(Esther 6:13) When Haman told his wife, Zeresh, and all his friends what had happened, his 

wise advisers and his wife said, “Since Mordecai—this man who has humiliated you—is of 

Jewish birth, you will never succeed in your plans against him. It will be fatal to continue 

opposing him.” 

 

Pride will cause you to ignore good counsel. 

(Esther 7:10) So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for Mordecai, and the king’s 

anger subsided. 

 

Pride is deadly. 

 

BOTTOM LINE:  When God seems absent, He's present. 

 

 

 

  

 

 


