


Dear Family &Friends
We are thrilled and grateful for the opportunity to welcome you on the occasion 
of this church’s 90th Anniversary!  

We are mindful on this day of all that unites us.  The power and leading of the 
Holy Spirit has shaped our past, charges the present with renewing dynamism, 
and our future is rooted in Him as well.  The focus on reaching people with 
the message of Jesus and seeing lives transformed by God’s ineffable love is 
something that has been the focus of this church since its start.  Finally, our tireless 
commitment to missions and missionaries has meant that the work begun in a 
tent in Murdock Park and carried on in front room prayer meetings and storefront 
sanctuaries continues to be carried to the ends of the earth.

This weekend of celebration is about honoring our past, as well as enthusiastically 
looking ahead to the vision that God has for River City Church. My thanks to Jon 
Smith who completed this booklet as a labor of love for the church he cherishes.

May God bless us this weekend as we give thanks and passionately pursue the 
One who started our faith community.

Looking Ahead,

Robby Bradford
Lead Pastor

Editorial Note: You’ll see this church referred to in a number of different ways 
throughout the booklet.  “Assembly of God”, “First Assembly of God”, “First 
Assembly Community Ministries”, and “River City Church”.  They all refer to the 
same church.  As one of our most senior members said it last year, “It’s never 
been about the name on the outside, but the experience on the inside.”
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OUR
CHURCH’S 
UNFOLDING
STORY
over the years
“God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son;”…therefore, “Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful” (1 Cor. 1:9, Heb. 10:23).  

Following is a chronological record of God’s 
faithfulness to—and through—that portion of ‘the 
fellowship of his Son’ known as River City Church.
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Some time in 1924, Bertha Siple and Beatrice Risk receive the Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit (with the evidence of ‘speaking in tongues’).  Being put 
out of the church they had been attending, they begin meeting for 
prayer in their homes.  In summer 1925, at a tent revival at Murdock Park 
(conducted by Indianapolis pentecostal pastor Thomas Paino, Sr.), the 
Lord calls the two women to start a work in Lafayette.  In response, they 
open up their prayer meetings to others, and that ‘work’ begins to grow.

In a rented storefront building at North 14th and Howell streets, the 
Church is started, with George Solomon of Indianapolis serving as pastor 
(see addendum 1).

Elmer Beach succeeds Solomon as pastor.

At a congregational meeting to “Set in Order the Council of the 
Assembly of God in Lafayette, Indiana,” the church formally becomes 
affiliated with the Assemblies of God as a member of the fellowship’s 
North Central Area District (see addendum 2).

Church experiences a split, with one group, led by Beach, meeting in 
a tent, then a rented garage at South 14th and Rochester streets; the 
other group moves from 14th and Howell to a rented building at 520 
South 4th Street, with Cecil Sloan serving as pastor.

Some of the South 4th Street congregation meets with Calvin Stants at a 
tent revival in Attica to ask him to consider pastoring their church; Stants 
consents to do so if the two groups would re-merge.

That reconciliation effort takes place, with Beach having already 
departed and Stants succeeding Sloan as pastor of the reunited 
congregation at its South 4th Street location.

The building at 1004 North 6th Street is purchased and becomes the 
church’s new home. 

Stants resigns to take a pastorate in Peru (IN) and is replaced by Carl 
Isaacs of Kokomo.

Indiana District of the Assemblies of God is formed (from out of the North 
Central Area District), which makes Lafayette First Assembly a charter 
member.

A concrete block extension is added onto the back of the North 
6th Street building.  Isaacs and layman Otto Hinton launch a weekly 
15-minute radio program on station WASK, called “The Assembly Hour,” 
which continues for a number of years.
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While still at North 6th Street, church purchases the undeveloped 
property at 1204 Greenbush Street and construction gets underway.  
During the year, under a cloud of controversy, Isaacs resigns and takes 
a ‘following’ with him; in addition, it is learned that the contractor has 
failed to pay the sub-contractors, leaving the Church in dire financial 
straits.  So as not to lose the facility, the members commit to double-
tithing, with some also taking out life insurance policies naming the 
Church as beneficiary.  These sacrifices prove successful.  By year’s end, 
the congregation moves into the basement of the unfinished building, 
and the North 6th building is sold to a local couple, who, in turn, sell it to 
the UAW as the union hall for its Ross-Gear (later TRW) workers.

With construction at 1204 Greenbush St. nearly completed, the 
congregation moves upstairs, with various laymen filling the pulpit during 
the pastoral candidate search.  In March, Jacob Smith (pastoring at the 
time in Sullivan) accepts the call.

Church holds tent revivals (often with healing evangelists) each summer, 
either on the church property or at an outlying location.

An addition is built on the left (west) side of the sanctuary.

Smith retires and is replaced by Charles Hackett (living in Michigan City), 
who has been serving as an Indiana District evangelist and its Christ’s 
Ambassadors (CA) president.

Church hosts the District CA convention at Lafayette’s National Guard 
Armory, with David Wilkerson as the speaker.  (Side note: David’s father 
Kenneth pastored Attica A/G in the 1930s.)

The Charismatic Movement breaks out at Purdue and in the Greater 
Lafayette area, resulting over time in phenomenal growth as the church 
opens its doors (and its heart) to those responding to this Holy Spirit 
outpouring and motivated to seek full-gospel fellowship (see addendum 
3).

An addition is built on the right (east) side of the sanctuary.

Church hires Tom Hartwell as its first youth pastor.  (Side note: Hartwell 
was a cousin of gospel music legend Bill Gaither.)

Church hires Dave Deaton as its first associate pastor.
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Church commits to purchasing 18 acres of undeveloped land on the 
northeast corner of Beck Lane and now-Old U.S. 231 South for $55,000, 
with the seller stipulating no construction until the land is half paid for; 
first payment made in late 1971.  Church hires Dave Davidson to serve as 
both youth pastor and church music director to start its choir ministry.

With the half-paid-for stipulation met in March, ground-breaking occurs 
Easter Sunday for Phase 1 of the building program, which includes a 
500-seat sanctuary, fellowship hall, kitchen, restrooms, offices, and an 
education wing.  Phase 1 is completed in December and the first service 
held Christmas Sunday (record Sunday School that day of 403).

With Davidson’s departure to be state Chi Alpha director, the church 
hires Joe Bell as both associate and youth pastor, who re-establishes the 
teens-focused coffee house ministry in downtown Lafayette that he had 
started in summer 1971 as a seminary student.

Construction begins on Phase 2, which includes a second education 
wing with more classrooms and offices.

Phase 2 is completed.  With phenomenal growth still taking place, the 
Phase 3 funding campaign commences, which involves sale of building 
bonds, congregation pledges, and tithing.

Construction begins on Phase 3, which includes a 1,200-seat sanctuary, 
accommodations for radio and TV broadcasting, conversion of original 
sanctuary into a gym, and added parking.  Church hires John Bowers as 
its first children’s pastor.

Phase 3 is completed, with the dedication held May 17.  Church hires 
Steve Speheger as its first media director to focus primarily on the radio 
and TV ministries.

Church plants Bethel Christian Life Center (now called Connection 
Point Church) in West Lafayette, with a good number of congregants 
becoming a part of the new work.  Church purchases a local AM radio 
station and launches WCFY (We Care for You).

Church hires Ed Summerfield and Kevin Thompson as its first senior adult 
pastor and Christian Ed director, respectively.

Construction begins on the two-story north-end addition, housing radio/
TV studios, classrooms, offices, fellowship hall, restrooms, and shower 
facilities for the gym.
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Church purchases an additional 3½ acres, bringing the property total to 
21½ acres.

Charles Hackett departs to become director of A/G US Missions.  His son, 
Greg (former youth and associate pastor) is elected as senior pastor.  

First Assembly Christian Academy (FACA) opens, and hires Wayne 
Peercy as the K-12 school’s first principal.  Church hires Chris Johns as its 
first recreation ministries director.

Church hires Phil Kemmer as its first business administrator.

Church launches the Master’s Commission program, with Jeff 
Countryman hired as its first director.

Revival/renewal meetings with evangelist Mark Tripplet, scheduled to 
last a week, instead continues for over a month.

Radio station WCFY is sold.  Church plants Eastside Assembly to serve the 
city’s far eastern portion, again with numerous members committing to 
become part of that new work.

Church hires Sharon Calles as its first Hispanic ministries pastor.

FACA is renamed Tippecanoe Christian School (TCS).

A financing campaign is launched for building a two-story children 
ministries wing (replacing the west one-story classroom wing), 
remodeling the lobby/foyer, installing a now-required elevator, and 
other necessary interior renovations..

Renovation projects begin.

Renovation is completed.

Infant-through-pre-school day care ministry is launched, with Kathy 
Wotherspoon hired to serve as its first full-time director.  

Greg Hackett resigns as senior pastor. Robby Bradford (A/G missionary) 
accepts call to serve as senior lead pastor.
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Name of the day care ministry changed to Adventure Station. 

Church becomes known as First Assembly Community Ministries (FACM).  
TCS closes following the 2011-12 school year, primarily due to insufficient 
enrollment to justify continued operation.

Church serves as ‘home’ to 800 students from Mintoyne Elementary 
School and Southwestern Middle School (from November 2013 through 
May 2014) while their schools recover from tornado damage.  Church 
commits to purchasing nearby South Plaza shopping center as the future 
site of its Community Center ministry. 

Community Center funding initiative is launched; the Center property 
(valued at $2.4 million) is donated anonymously to FACM.  River City 
Leadership College is launched in cooperation with Southwestern 
Assemblies of God University.

Church sells five of its 21½ acres for development of Glasswater Creek of 
Lafayette, an assisted-living facility with 133 units for seniors (projected to 
open in 2018).  Thrive, a discipleship ministry for musicians, is launched, as 
is the pre-school STEAM Academy.

Church’s name is changed to River City Church. STEAM Academy 
moves to the Community Center.  Church celebrates the 90th 
anniversary of its founding.
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Addendum 1

Two Accounts Of How It All Began
shared by the two women whom God used to 

‘start a work in Lafayette’

Beatrice Risk and Bertha Siple
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Short History of the Lafayette Assembly—by Bertha Siple
(from the December 1947 issue of The Envoy

of the Indiana District Assemblies of God)

“About 22 years ago, Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Paino, Sr., held a tent revival meeting 
at Murdock Park.  In this service, the Lord called a Sister to start a work in Lafayette.  
Prayer meetings were held in the homes, with only a few attending at first.  Then 
another Sister received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, and the two went forth in the 
Name of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit.  God wonderfully met these two 
Sisters; and soon after, a little church was started.

Brother George Solomon was sent by God from Indianapolis to be the pastor, and 
God began to bless.  Souls were saved and filled with the Spirit.  Brother Elmer Beach 
followed Brother Solomon as pastor.  God continued to bless even through trials and 
difficulties; and then Rev. Calvin Stants pastored the work for a number of years.  The 
‘goings’ many times were very hard; but God, who is always faithful, helped the 
Saints to stand.

Our present pastor, Rev. Carl Isaacs, came to us in June 1945.  Since then, our 
attendance has shown gradual increase, and God is blessing in every department.  
We give all thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ as we continue to serve Him.”

Beatrice Risk: Church Founder Remembers the Beginning
(from the May 16, 1979 edition of the Journal & Courier, on the occasion of the 

dedication of our new sanctuary)

“You need lots of prayer and waiting on the God.”  That’s the advice Beatrice Risk 
has for anyone pioneering a new church.  “Let Him do the moves.  Let Him lead you 
instead of trying to work it out yourself.”

Born in 1886, Beatrice Lillian Highley Risk has spent her entire life in or around 
Lafayette.  During her childhood she attended a Baptist church with her parents.  As 
she approached adulthood, a young man by the name of James J. Risk attracted 
her attention.  They were married in 1917.  Seven years later, Mr. and Mrs. Risk and 
their two small daughters moved to Chicago, attending a Congregational church 
while they were there.

Sometime around 1924, the Risk family moved back to Lafayette.  A Baptist church 
became their place of worship.  It was at that church that Mrs. Risk became 
acquainted with Bertha Siple.  As the two women became friends, Mrs. Siple spoke of 
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Mrs. Risk also prayed and asked for this special gift.
Soon a controversy arose.  No longer feeling welcome in the churches in Lafayette, 
Mrs. Risk and Mrs. Siple joined together in prayer and Bible reading in their homes.  
During one of these gatherings, Mrs. Siple prayed for a pastor and to begin their own 
church.
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Mrs. Risk says she vividly remembers the day this prayer was answered.  While the 
two were praying, a Model-T Ford stopped nearby and out stepped a young pastor 
name George Solomon.  “He was a big, husky fellow.  As he got out of the car, he 
stretched and said, ‘I don’t know why I’m here, but the Lord sent me.’”

Solomon decided to move to Lafayette.  He located a building at 14th and Howell 
streets and rented chairs from the Monon YMCA.  The first service for the newly 
formed Assembly of God Church was held in that building.

One of the main obstacles the little church encountered was paying rent on the 
building.  If the payment couldn’t be met, members would congregate in homes.  
“Sometimes it seemed like we were out of a building more than we were in one,” Mrs. 
Risk said.  But the two women had no intention of allowing the new church to die; so 
to supplement the church income, they took in washing.

As the church grew, it relocated in various buildings, the last moving being in 1972 to 
108 Beck Lane.

During its years of growth, Mrs. Risk has held several positions in the church.  Among 
these were: pianist, deaconess, trustee, and Sunday School teacher.  Today, this 
great-grandmother leads a daily Bible study for some of the residents at Tippecanoe 
Villa, where she now lives.

Through the years, the attendance at the First Assembly of God has grown from less 
than a dozen to over 1,200.  Of those attending that first service, only Mrs. Risk and 
her daughter, Mrs. Gene (Opal) Jones are still attending.  When asked how she felt 
about the church’s growth, Mrs. Risk replied, “It’s wonderful.  I just can hardly believe 
it.”

Sunday marks another milestone in the life of the church.  Mrs. Risk hopes to be there 
to see the culmination of her efforts that have spanned 54 years.  No doubt Mrs. Risk 
will have a place of honor at the 10 a.m. dedication service.

Asked what was the greatest joy in pioneering a new church, Mrs. Risk said, “To see 
someone else come to know the Lord.”

Other information shared by Sister Siple 
(in the December 1947 Envoy)

About Our Sunday School—During the hot month of August this year, under the 
ministry of evangelists Herbert Sims and Eugene Gustafson, we had this goodly 
number of 135.  We were driving for 150 on the last day of our revival but fell a bit 
short of the goal.  Nevertheless, we are praising God for a good average of 105 in our 
Sunday School for the year.  Pray for our work here in Lafayette.
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Addendum 2

The Church in Lafayette Began
Minutes of Setting in Order the Council of the Assembly of God Church

in Lafayette, Indiana

     Rev. G. F. Lewis, District Superintendent in charge March 10, 1932
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Addendum 3

The Charismatic Movement
and Its Impact on Our Church

“This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my 
Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour 
out my Spirit in those days.’…The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far 
off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:16-18, 39).  That promise began to be 
manifested in the Lafayette area in the mid-1960s—first primarily among Purdue graduate 
students and their spouses, then spread to many folks in denominational churches (e.g., 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Episcopalian, Christian Reformed, Baptist, even Catholic), 
and eventually to the friends, neighbors, co-workers, and other acquaintances of those who 
had been baptized in the Holy Spirit.

As was seemingly the case elsewhere, this Charismatic Movement created no small stir 
here and especially in the various local churches as they began seeing or hearing of once-
nominal Christians being transformed and reaching out to others, the power of God to heal 
and deliver being evidenced, a growing interest in spiritual things by many of the previously 
disinterested, etc.  Not unpredictably, many churches were, at a minimum, concerned 
about what was occurring.  This even included the few local Pentecostal churches, which, 
having generally been marginalized over the years, were skeptical that people from those 
same churches had genuinely experienced the Holy Spirit as they had.

One exception among the skeptics, however, was Lafayette First Assembly on Greenbush 
Street and its pastor, Charles Hackett.  Early on, Pastor Charles had gotten to know Ed 
Gregory, a Spirit-filled Methodist minister who felt called to the Purdue campus.  Through their 
times of fellowship, Pastor Charles recognized that Ed’s Holy Spirit experience and ministry 
call to Purdue were genuine and, as a result, become convinced that what had begun to 
happen here was indeed of God and was to be embraced by the church.  Thankfully, the 
congregation concurred and opened its heart to accept, love, and nurture all who came 
through the doors of First Assembly.

That decision and its implementation profoundly impacted both the newly Spirit-filled and the 
church.  The newly Spirit-filled, on the one hand, would have a place to go to be discipled 
and find fellowship with like-minded believers (whether or not they became members of First 
Assembly).  The church, on the other hand, would grow, be re-invigorated, and significantly 
enlarge its ministry effectiveness.

As to growth, many of the newly Spirit-filled began visiting—often bringing their friends—on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings, since their present churches usually had services only 
on Sunday mornings.  (It was not uncommon that, at first, attendance at First Assembly 
on Sunday and Wednesday nights was greater than on Sunday mornings.)  By the early 
1970s, with the Greenbush facility at capacity and nowhere to expand, the church was 
forced to find a larger ‘home,’ which ended up being a new building complex on 18 acres 
of purchased property on the corner of Beck Lane and Old U.S. 231.  The same growth 
necessitated building the present 1,200-seat sanctuary and other campus additions just six 
years later.
Some 50 years ago, the Charismatic Movement, which God promised “…for all who are far 
off—for all whom the Lord our God will call,” breathed new life into many in this community 
and, in turn, new life into the church that wholeheartedly welcomed the recipients of that 
promise.
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6th Street Congregation (1940s)

Greenbush Street Congregation (1960s)

Beck Lane Congregation (1980s)
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OUR
CHURCH’S
PHYSICAL
FACILITIES
over the years
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the LORD’…to give thanks to the name of the 
LORD… For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I 
will seek your good” (Psalm 122:1,4,9). 

Over its 90-year history, the structures at these five 
locations were to serve as First Assembly’s ‘house of 
the Lord’—1927-1933 at 14th and Howell streets, 1933-
1942 at 520 South 4th Street, 1937-1953 at 1004 North 
6th Street, 1953-1972 at 1204 Greenbush Street, and 
1972-present at 108 Beck Lane.  The first two houses 
were rented, the third was purchased, and the last two 
were built on properties the church had purchased. In 
2015, the building at 2844 Old US 231 was donated 
to River City Church and is now being developed into 
River City Community Center.
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1004 N 6th St - purchased 1942 1204 Greenbush St - 
original structure built 1953

14th St & Howell St - rented 1927 S 4th St - rented 1933

(photo: present day) (photo: present day)
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108 Beck Ln - new sanctuary built 1979108 Beck Ln - initial structure built 1972

1204 Greenbush St - left & right additions built 1957 & 1967
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108 Beck Ln - 2017

108 Beck Ln - 2016
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Old US 231 and Beck Ln - River City Community Center (rendering)

Old US 231 and Beck Ln - River City Community Center (floor plan)

Celebrate What God Will Do!
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OUR
CHURCH’S
LEAD
PASTORS
over the years
“We ask you, brethren, to respect those who labor 
among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish 
you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of 
their work” (1 Thess. 5:12-13).  

River City Church pays its respect to the following nine 
shepherds who answered God’s call to serve the flock 
over the nine decades of our existence:

George Solomon (1927-1930)
J. Elmer Beach (1930-1933)
Cecil Sloan (1933-1936)
Calvin Stants (1936-1945)
Carl Isaacs (1945-1953)
Jacob Smith (1953-1962)
Charles Hackett (1962-1991)
Greg Hackett (1991-2010)
Robby Bradford (2010-present)
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Pastor Calvin & Daisy Stants (1936-1945)

Pastor Jacob & Versa Smith (1953-1962)

Dr. Greg & Pastor Lisa Hackett (1991-2010)

Pastor Carl & Annabelle Isaacs (1945-1953)

Pastor Charles & Dixie Hackett (1962-1991)

Pastor Robby & Tracy Bradford (2010-present)
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OUR
CHURCH’S
MINISTRIES
over the years
“…to equip his people for works of service so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity 
in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-13). 

The following pages contain images that represent a 
small sample of ministries from the past nine decades.

20



MOPS 1997

M-Pact Girls 2000
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Wheelchair Ministry 1994

Independence Day Celebration 1994
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Sidewalk Ministries 1997

Royal Rangers
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Youth Group (ages 13-35), 1945

Student Ministry
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Fine Arts Ministry (Drama)

Children’s Ministry 1996
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Fine Arts Ministry (Drama)

Youth Group (ages 13-35), 1946
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Sidewalk Ministries 1997

Recreational Ministry 2000
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OUR CHURCH’S 
MISSIONS 

INVOLVEMENT
- OVER THE YEARS

(SMALL PARAGRAPH)

OUR
CHURCH’S
MISSIONS
INVOLVEMENT
over the years
“How can they call on the one they have not believed in?  
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have 
not heard?  And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them?” (Rom 10:13-14).  

Over much of these nine decades, the missions mandate 
has been a priority.  That priority is serviced primarily 
by: (1) keeping the importance of missions consistently 
before the congregation, (2) financially supporting 
numerous missionaries and ministries on a monthly basis 
and missions projects periodically, and (3) participating 
in missions trips.  Here’s a brief summary of each of 
these efforts plus that of our missions giving in 2016.
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Missions-Emphasis Events & Resources
The Church has attempted to keep missions on the front burner in many different 
ways over the years.  Included among them have been these: annual mission 
conventions, semi-annual missions-emphasis week, monthly missionary guests; choir 
missions musicals, international dinners, Light-for-the-Lost banquets, projects funding 
campaigns, and a twice-a-year “Reports from the Field” booklet (presenting activity 
updates on our supported missionaries/ministries).

Monthly-Supported 
Missionaries & Ministries

Current Missionaries Who Call River City Church “Home”
  Russ & Sarah Farhoud—South Africa
  Jason & Andrea Morrison—Czech Republic
  Jeremy & Angie Perigo—England
  Linda Seiler—Chi Alpha-Purdue University/Ivy Tech
  Bernie & Brenda Smith—West Africa
  Greg & Lisa Webby—Arabian Peninsula
 
Total Giving in 2016: $587,694.53

2016 Rankings: Nationwide - 31st out of 12,850 churches
          Indiana - 2nd out of 234 churches

Missions Trips
Over the past almost-40 years, teams from River City Church have been involved in 
over 30 work/construction, outreach/ministry, and prayer/intercession missions trips. For 
each trip, the participants raise their own support and the church provides funds for at 
least a portion of the project that the team will be involved in. Following are some of 
the nations of the world and cities in the U.S. where our teams have gone.

International Trips: Czech Republic, El Salvador, France, Haiti, India, Netherlands, 
Nicaragua, Oman, Peru, Togo, Vanuatu

Stateside Trips: Atlanta, Avon Park (FL), Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, 
New York, Peoria, Philadelphia, Salt Lake City, Winter Haven (FL)
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OUR CHURCH’S 
IMPACT ON 

PEOPLE’S LIVES - 
OVER THE YEARS

(SMALL PARAGRAPH)

OUR CHURCH’S 
MISSIONS 

INVOLVEMENT
- OVER THE YEARS

(SMALL PARAGRAPH)

OUR
CHURCH’S
IMPACT ON 
PEOPLE’S LIVES
over the years
“Therefore encourage one another and build one another 
up, just as you are doing” (1 Thess. 5:11).  

River City Church has long been faithfully committed to 
this scriptural mandate.  As it continues to be made a 
priority, the church will continue to impact lives both now 
and for eternity—as the following testimonies (edited for 
brevity) affirm.
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My mother, Jennie (Kirby) Bennett passed away in January 2016 at age 96.  While going 
through her things, I found photos that date back to the 1940s, when the church was on 4th 
Street.  I remember that long aisle I walked to the altar to give my heart to the Lord.  I was four 
years old, and I knew what I was doing would follow me all my years.

My mother and some of her sisters sang on a Lafayette Christian radio station in the 1940s.  
They were known as the Kirby Sisters.

Sharon Ball, Former Member

My husband Tom and I moved to Lafayette in 1966 when he started working for Purdue Airlines.  
In spring of 1968, a friend invited me to a community-wide women’s Bible study.  I soon realized 
that these ladies had a kind of relationship with God I had never encountered.  When they 
started praying around the circle at the end of the meeting, my hands broke out in a sweat!  I 
had never prayed out loud and had no clue even what to pray!  They had books laid out for 
people to borrow, so being an Episcopalian, I picked up “They Shall Speak with Other Tongues” 
by John Sherrill, who was an Episcopalian.

Several weeks later, someone invited us to the Sunday evening service at First Assembly on 
Greenbush St.  There was a guest speaker that night, and his style was quite different than 
anything we had been accustomed to.  (After we left, Pastor Charles Hackett asked someone 
who knew us if they thought we’d ever come back.)  I had listened to him on the radio and 
liked what he had to say and how he said it, so we went back the next Sunday night.  It wasn’t 
long before we left the Episcopal Church and attended First Assembly full-time.

On a Sunday night in June, there was a visiting speaker from Texas.  I can’t remember much of 
what he said, but Tom and I went forward to give our lives to Jesus and to be baptized in the 
Holy Spirit.  I received the baptism after I got home and Tom a few weeks later.  Our lives were 
revolutionized by our new birth and the empowerment of the Spirit.

When we asked Pastor Hackett what we could do, he suggested having a few neighbors over 
and serving cake, so we started a Thursday night meeting at our house.  Over time, many 
who came received the Lord and were baptized in the Holy Spirit.  Meanwhile, at the church, 
we started to see the numbers climbing and climbing as God moved in greater and greater 
power.  The Sunday night services were like the ‘city well’ for those in the greater Lafayette 
area who attended other churches on Sunday mornings.

In 1971, Purdue Airlines closed, so Tom had to find employment elsewhere.  However, those 
years under Pastor Charles got us firmly grounded in the important principles of God’s Word, 
for which we are eternally grateful.  Tom went to be with the Lord in April 2017, so I am now 
soldiering on in the Lord until I meet Him face to face one day.  We celebrate with you God’s 
faithfulness to First Assembly of God, Lafayette, Indiana

Eugenia Brown, Former Member

It was the summer of 1975, and Charles Hackett came to North Central Bible College in 
Minneapolis looking for an intern.  I interviewed with Pastor Hackett, and he invited me to work 
with him for the summer.  At that time, Joe Bell was the youth pastor, and both Joe and Pastor 
Hackett had red hair.  Since I have red hair, Pastor made the observation that having red hair 
must be a prerequisite for being on staff.  Dixie played the organ at church and was always 
such a sweet lady!  Greg was in high school, and we’d enjoy hanging out and throwing a 
football around.  I lived on the edge of the Purdue campus with a couple Purdue students who 
were part of the church’s singles/college group. 

One of my favorite memories was a sermon Pastor preached after having a husband-wife 
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evangelistic team (the “Singing Vanns”) for a week of meetings.  Evidently there had been 
some complaints about the evangelist’s loud style and bright-colored suits.  I remember that 
the attendance had decreased steadily through the course of the week.  Pastor began 
his message by altering Ephesians 4:11 a bit:  “And God gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, evangelists, and some, evangelists.”  He went on 
to say that if a plumber came to your house and wore hip boots and a bright yellow jacket, 
you wouldn’t really care as long as he knew how to fix the plumbing.  Pastor made his point 
well, and I’ve never forgotten it.

That summer was an incredible experience, and I’ll always have fond memories of Lafayette 
First Assembly.  I’ve been able to stay in touch with the Hacketts through the years; and today 
we have one of Charles’ and Dixie’s granddaughters (Katie, Greg’s daughter) ministering here 
in the South Dakota.  And yes, she has the red hair!

Stephen Schaible, Superintendent, SD District, A/G

Your e-mail got me to thinking about lots of memories from back in my days in Lafayette and 
at First Assembly, where I worked as the janitor the year following my graduation from Purdue.  
I remember all sorts of names and faces, such as Dean Grabill, Gene Jones, Dave Davidson, 
Wayne Guilliett, the Guiney family, Joan Little, Joe Smith, Norman and Norma McCoy, Jon and 
Jane Smith and their five kids.  Then there was Joe Bower leading songs, the Last Supper re-
enactment, and, of course, lots of memories of Pastor Hackett and Dixie.

I remember the Sunday evening I was baptized in the Holy Spirit.  Dick Mishler, a Catholic lay 
missionary to Mexico who had grown up in the Brethren Church, had been the speaker at the 
Full Gospel Businessman’s meeting the night before; so, of course, he spoke at First Assembly on 
Sunday evening and was the instrument used in my receiving the baptism.  O man, we had a 
ton of college students who came to church, even in the few years I was there.  What a fruitful 
place the Lord Jesus made both 1204 Greenbush Street and 108 Beck Lane!

John H.C. Neiderhaus, Pastor, Immanuel Leidy’s Church, PA

[Our two churches have several connections] Corrine (Little) Carr served on my ministry team 
for 17 years and just recently retired.  Dave Curry is currently employed at Union Chapel on our 
maintenance team.  Tim and Consuela Parsons attended Union Chapel for a period of time 
before their move to Lafayette and ultimately into full-time ministry at First Assembly.  Great 
folks all!

I grew up in Boswell and came to Christ in 1971 at the age of 16.  Early in my faith journey I 
was exposed to the work of the Holy Spirit through the Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship 
International.  As you know, the Charismatic Movement was a remarkable activity of God’s 
Spirit in those years, and First Assembly was in the forefront of God’s activities in the Lafayette 
area.  I remember the church under Charles Hackett’s leadership, attending occasionally for 
special youth conferences or FGBMFI events.  On one occasion I had the opportunity to sit 
down with Pastor Hackett and quiz him about his life and work near the end of his tenure there.
First Assembly certainly had an impact on my life and ministry.  It was the model of a lighthouse 
or flagship church that boldly and faithfully gave witness to Christ and the work of His Spirit.  It 
was an example of a local church that became the brightest of the lights in the community, 
providing a God-consciousness for both saints and sinners alike.  When given the same 
opportunity to lead such a church here in the Muncie community, First Assembly provided a 
very helpful reference point.  I am indebted to Charles Hackett and his faithful parishioners for 
their conviction, obedience and courage.  Well done!

Gregg Parris, Pastor, Union Chapel Ministries, IN
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OUR CHURCH 
EVER SINGING HIS 
PRAISES - OVER 

THE YEARS
(SMALL PARAGRAPH)

OUR CHURCH’S 
IMPACT ON 

PEOPLE’S LIVES - 
OVER THE YEARS

(SMALL PARAGRAPH)

OUR CHURCH’S 
MISSIONS 

INVOLVEMENT
- OVER THE YEARS

(SMALL PARAGRAPH)

OUR
CHURCH
SINGING
HIS PRAISES 
over the years
“Praise the Lord!  For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
for it is pleasant and praise is becoming” (Psalm 147:1).  

On the following page are the various hymn/song book 
that were used over the years on Sunday morning, Sunday 
evening, Wednesday evening, at church camp, during 
revival meetings, etc.  Today, the words sung are no 
longer ‘read’ from a hand-held book but rather projected 
onto video screens, which frees those hands to be lifted in 
praise.
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1949
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Singing His Praises in 1956

1938

1957

1941

1969
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Special Thanks
to the 90th Anniversary Committee

Terry & Amanda Blankenship
Pastor Robby & Tracy Bradford

Pastor Devin Galloway
Amanda Gordon

Christy Harshbarger
Pastor Adam Howard

Janice Jones
Dan & Cindy Larson

Gary Netherton
Jon Smith

Don & Connie Tolley
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