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(Galatians 3:26) You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 
SLAVES or SONS 
 
(Galatians 4:1-3) What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no 
different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate.  The heir is subject to 
guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  So also, when we were 
underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world.  
 
- Slaves take care of someone else’s property. 

+ Children own the estate. 
 
(Galatians 4:4-5) But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship. 
 
- Slaves are employees. 

+ Children are heirs. 
 
(Galatians 4:6-7) Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”  So you are no longer a slave, but 
God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 
 
- Slaves are property of the master. 

+ Children enjoy the privileges of family. 
 
(Galatians 4:8-9) Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who 
by nature are not gods. But now that you know God—or rather are known by God—
how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable forces? Do you wish to 
be enslaved by them all over again? 
 
- Slaves are motivated by “weak and miserable forces.” 

+ Children are motivated powerful and joyous forces. 
 
(Philippians 2:12-13 NLT) Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God 
with deep reverence and fear. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and 
the power to do what pleases him. 
 

❖ Grace is the key to moving from slave, to the favored place of a son. 
 
 
 
 



HABITS OF RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
 

1. See God as your Father.  
 
(Matthew 7:9-11) “Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 
in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”  
 
(James 1:17) Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 

 
2. Focus on relationship not rules.  

 
(Galatians 4:10-11) You are observing special days and months and seasons 
and years! I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you. 

 
3. Trust God with your whole heart.  

 
(Jeremiah 29:13-14) “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the LORD.  


