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Ice-Breakers
1. Share about a time that someone or something offended you, but you later realized you had
“blown it out of proportion”. What did you do when you realized you overreacted?
2. And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. –
Matthew 24:10 NKJV Do you think we are in the end times? Why or why not?

Sermon Discussion Questions:
3. Pastor Robby shared that there are 5 ways we often see offense: betrayed, falsely accused,
rejected, abuse, and humiliated. Share with the group one of these you have experienced
(not the specific incident, but which of the 5 characteristics).
4. An offended brother is more unyielding than a fortified city, and disputes are like the barred
gates of a citadel. – Proverbs 18:19 Pastor shared that when we are offended, we shut
ourselves off not only from those who hurt us but also from those who would be good in our
lives. What have you missed because you have been offended and not open to new people
or things?
5. Jesus experienced each of the 5 characteristics of offense as he was being crucified for our
sins, yet prayed – “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” – Luke
23:34. Who or what do you need to forgive for a past offense? If Jesus could pray for those
who were crucifying him, shouldn’t we pray for those who have hurt us?

Big Idea – If we will make a choice to see people through Jesus’ eyes, we will be offended less
often.
6. Three steps to help us look through Jesus’ eyes.
a. Remember your need for forgiveness.- (Romans 3:23) For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God. Think about all God has forgiven you. How does this affect your
ability to forgive those who hurt you?
b. Refocus on the real enemy. – (Ephesians 6:12) For our struggle is not against flesh and

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. How can you
refocus your hurt/anger to the true enemy?

c. Receive God’s Love – (I John 4:19-21) – We love because he first loved us. If anyone

says, “I love God,“ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his
brothers, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has
given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. Love is not
easily offended! Who do you need to love instead of hate? How can you begin to
take steps to show them love?

Bottom Line: God’s love creates increased capacity to be loving.

Jesus does understand! He

dealt with all pain, hurt, and offense!

Next Step:

As a group, take time to pray for each other. Pray for forgiveness of those who have

offended us, healing from any of the offenses we have experienced, laying down of these offenses
so they no longer hold us back, and opening up to the fullness God wants us to experience.

